The Ursa Major Project


In the summer of 1974, a photograph of the M-81 region, printed on page 246 of the 1962 edition of T.W. Webb’s “Celestial Objects for Common Telescopes” Volume 2, inspired me to observe not only M-81 and M-82 but also the fainter galaxies NGC-2976 and NGC-3077. The M-81 galaxy group would become a favorite of mine for years to come. In 1974, however, this fine galaxy group helped me decide where I next wanted to turn my attention. I thought that an interesting project might be to observe all the non-stellar objects in the constellation of Ursa Major that were within the reach of my 6” reflector.

             With this in mind, Bob Calhoon and I assembled a list of 109 objects: 108 galaxies and 1 planetary nebula (M 97) which came to be known as the Ursa Major Project. The original hand written list appeared about a year later in the Baltimore Astronomical Society’s monthly newsletter and in the Active Amateur Astronomers of Maryland (AAAM) newsletter in June of 1976. A typed version of the Ursa Major Project finally appeared in the June 1977 AAAM newsletter along with an invitation to others to observe these galaxies and send their observations to either Bob or myself.

               About this time another amateur astronomer, Bill Goble, became interested in observing the Ursa Major galaxies, and so the three of us began a coordinated effort to find, observe, describe, and possibly sketch these non-stellar objects. As the editor of the AAAM newsletter, Bob began to disseminate the listing, not just to other astronomy clubs in the U.S., but also internationally. Several paragraphs concerning the Ursa Major Project then appeared in an article entitled “A Dimmer View of Things” on pages 33 through 35 in the July 1977 issue of Sky and Telescope (Vol. 54, No. 1). 

                During the past several months, Bob and I have updated the original list and have added a supplemental listing containing 65 more galaxies using a photographic magnitude of 13.5 as the criterion for inclusion. We would like to reintroduce the Ursa Major observing project to the amateur astronomy community.

                 The Ursa Major Project web site www.denebsystems.com
                 My email is rcalhoon@erols.com but use the email info@denebsystems.com for questions and to submit your observations for inclusion on the Ursa Major web page. To receiving a certificate of seeing the original list of 109 object and a certificate for seeing the total master list of 174 objects you will need to send a copy of your observing notes include copies of any drawing or photography of the objects to: Ursa Major Project, C/o Robert Calhoon, 8505 Walter Martz Rd., Frederick, MD 21702. You then will receive a numbered certificate for observing either the original list or the total master list or both. Please include the address the certificate should be sent to, also we would appreciate a little bio on yourself and your interests in astronomy.

